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WITHIN THE WEEK 


Why was the coal strike called 
off? 

So rapidly do events move in 
these times that this issue may 
be counted by many as ancient 
history. However, a consideration 
of the factors may help us to a 
better understanding of subse- 
quent developments. They may be 
summarized briefly, as follows: 

(a) John L Lewis probably did 
not expect or want the situation 
to advance as’ far as it did. He 
underestimated the tenacity of 
the Administration; may even 
have had an idea he could at- 
tain his objectives without strike. 
For all his bravado, he probably 
was a little stunned by action of 
the district court. 

(b) A condition of stalemate 
developed which -was becoming 
intolerable to all concerned. Lewis 
sensed that. gov’t could not long 
postpone taking steps to mine 
coal, no matter how reluctant the 
decision or how great the cost. 
This action he and his followers 
could not afford. 

(c) Very heavy pressures were 
unquestionably placed on Lewis 
by the heads of other unions. 
Tho they backed him publicly, 
their private maledictions heaped 
upon the ill and aging head of 
the UMW surely had some effect. 
Lewis is by no means as heed- 
less and headstrong as _ public 
prints have pictured him. To at- 
tain his ambitions he needs the 


* active support of other union 


leaders. Like all master strate- 
gists, he knows when to retreat. 

(d) Tho he may appear to 
flaunt public opinion, Lewis has 
a healthy respect for an aroused 
populace and its power to in- 
fluence legislative vengeance. It is 
safe to assume that not the least 
of his motives was a desire to 
temper measures against organ- 
ized labor that may be drafted 
by 80th Congress. 

(e) Finally, the UMW leader 
wanted the Supreme Court to 
consider his “contempt” case in 
atmosphere of judicial calm. All 
insiders agree, off. record, that 
case is pretty much of a toss-up. 
Decision can go either way. While 
justices are presumed to be com- 
pletely objective, such action is 
against human nature. Faced with 
evidence at a time of nat’ dis- 
aster, with the economy breaking 
down, multiplied thousands suf- 
fering from cold and privations, 
the 9 law-interpreters could hard- 
ly avoid being influenced ad- 
versely. 

What will happen now? In our 
opinion, the mine owners will 
presently assume control of their 
properties. (Negotiations to that 
end are even now in progress.) 
They will then come to some 
agreement with the UMW in the 
period between now and April 1, 
1947. Lewis probably will get 
substantially what he asks. We do 
not anticipate a 2nd coal crisis in 
the spring. 


“2 
SHIFTING SANDS 


What effect the settlement 
of the coal strike will have in 
relieving pressures on our 
price structure is a matter on 
which economists are by no 
means agreed. Had the strike 
cont’d for any considerable 
period, present price levels 
could hardly have been main- 
tained against decreased pur- 
chasing power. Majority opin- 
ion seems to be that consumer 
durables are trending down- 
ward and that even an ar- 
rested coal strike will not re- 
verse that trend. Merchants 
are particularly concerned over 
the irremediable damage the 
strike has already caused in 
curtailed Christmas shopping. 
They will suffer from delayed 
shipments as a result of 
freight embargoes, as well as 
from widespread loss of in- 
come due to layoffs traceable 
to coal shortage. While one 
group argues that industry as 
whole can quickly take up 
slack, from individual point of 
view lost time is lost income 
and Tues- 
day’s pay 
can’t offset 
money you 
didn’t make 
Monday. 
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Sen Etmer THOMAS, proposing 
Democratic ticket of EISENHOWER 
and Fariey for °48, if Pres TRUMAN 
does not choose to run: “We need 
somebody who can talk back to 
Russia.” 1-Q 

Dr Francis J Brown, of Council 
on Education, proposing study to 
evaluate nat’l needs for personnel 
in 10 major fields: “The worst of- 
fenders are aviation, radio and 
refrigeration schools. It has been 
facetiously estimated that within a 
few yrs there will be one refrigera- 
tion technician for each refriger- 
ator.” 2-Q 

H GREVILLE SMITH, exec chairman 
Canadian Chamber of Commerce: 
“Union security has nothing what- 
ever to do with job security or 
wages; it means what it says, se- 
curity for the union organization 
and for its revenues against the 
possibility of union mbrs exercis- 
ing a free choice in the future.” 3-Q 

Henry P Davis, Remington Arms 
Co, warning sportsmen planning to 
use souvenir guns for hunting: “If 
you own a German gun made in 
latter days of war, you may possess 
a l-way ticket to Valhalla. Such 
guns were carelessly machined ... 
slave labor did its share of sabo- 
tage.” 4Q 

Dr Lovis S Lipscuurz, clinical 
director, Wayne county (Mich) 
gen’] hospital, describing delicate 
brain operation performed on mor- 
ally degenerate woman which may 
give her chance to become normal: 
“Her thought content will remain 
the same and the abnormal ideas 
still will be there. But the push to 
translate these ideas into abnormal 
actions will not be present.” 5-Q 

Harpy “Spmer” ROWLAND, in Ar- 
kansas Gazette: “John L Lewis’ 
popularity is a notch or two below 
a case of whooping cough at a 
baby contest.” 6-Q 

FREDERIC Jo.ior-Curic, Nobel 
prize winner and French commis- 
sioner for atomic energy, revealing 
that French scientists have dis- 
covered trifission and quadrifission 
of uranium atom (American sci- 
entists produced atomic bomb from 
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two fissionable units): “We are 
struggling against secrecy of re- 
search in pure science. That’s why 
we are going to set an example in 
bringing to the knowledge of sci- 
entists throughout the world these 
two important discoveries.” 7-Q 

WALTER CRONKITE, U FP corre- 
spondent in Moscow, reporting on 
status of Russian veteran: “Jobs, 
demobilization pay, medical care, 
housing loans, schools—a host of 
benefits which stacks up for the 
average Russian as the top-most 
goal of his endeavor—are waiting 
for the soldier when he is mustered 
out.” 8-Q 

HERBERT MorRISON, Deputy Prime 
Minister, England, naming man- 
power shortage country’s major 
problem: “But we are not going to 
have in this country compulsory 
direction of labor. As a free de- 
mocracy we must, in time of peace, 
allow the citizen to choose his job 
freely, altho from the planning 
standpoint this may result in a 
maldistribution of labor.” 9-Q 

B F McGLorTHLIN, 57, former mbr 
Dallas (Tex) police riot squad and 
master fiddler, after session with 
noted concert violinist, YEHUDI 
MENUHIN, commented: “He was 
anxious to learn (fiddlin’) and I 
think he has a good ear. The only 
trouble is that a violinist never 
makes a first class fiddler. He can 
get. the tune but he can’t get the 
spirit. He just never has enough 
twang.” 10-Q 

CuHas TRENET, N Y, French com- 
poser, who attempted to translate 
his love songs into English, gave 
up job: “No wonder all your love 
songs sound alike. They all use the 
same words. No Frenchman, talk- 








ing about love, would dare use the 
same expression twice in one con- 
versation.” 11-Q 

JOHN EpwarD Darton, Phoenix, 
Ariz, pres of group organized to op- 
pose encroachments by fox-hunting 
“dudes”: “I sure never thought 
anyone would get himself all 
rigged up in fancy pink clothes and 
go chasing a little fox around this 
Ariz country.” 12-Q 

MIGUEL ALEMAN, Mexico’s first 
civilian pres: “A country can 
neither be rich nor prosperous so 
long as the people live in fear of 
hunger or gov’t oppression.” 13-Q 

Dr Pavut S.LoaANE, Philadelphia 
psychiatrist: “Modern science has 
begun to appreciate the old values 
of mothering and to replace it on 
the pedestal from which it was 
shaken by modern theories.” 14-Q 

Executive board of Local 501, 
CIO-UAW, proposing that UMW 
boss, JoHN L Lewis, run in 48 
presidential race on nat’l labor 
party ticket, declared he earned 
nomination “by his fearless cham- 
pioning of the interests of the 
miners and of all labor in the face 
of unprecedented governmental and 
judicial pressure.” 15-Q 


“ 


Convict editor Minnesota State 
Prison’s newspaper, warning in 
editorial that those caught stealing 
items from paper “will be dropped 
from our list of contributors”: 
“Stealing from another’s writings 
is one of the lowest bits of 
thievery.” 16-Q 

Don THOMAS, Managing director 
All-Yr Club of S Calif, discussing 
potentials in the “vacation” field: 
“Over 85% of all union workers 
have vacation clauses in their 
working agreements. In all, it is 
estimated that 30 million workers 
are now eligible for paid vaca- 
tions.” 17-Q 

Rocer W Basson, 71-yr-old econ- 
omist and business analyst, an- 
nouncing purchase of a _ retreat 
from future atomic bombs, at Eu- 
reka, Kas, geographical center of 
U S: “World War III can be 
avoided only by the U S renounc- 
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ing some of its sovereignty. I don’t 
believe that with all our luxuries 
and freedom, we'll do that until 
we're hurt. Only another war can 
bring the U S to her knees.” 18-Q 


“ ” 


Miami, Fla lady, phoning Harry 
BouTerse, police dispatcher: “I’m 
unavoidably late for a bridge party 
and the hostess doesn’t have a 
phone. Could you have your men 
drive by and tell her why I’m 
late?” (It was Sat night; police 
were too busy to oblige.) 19-Q 


“ ” 


RaFAEL NIETO, first sec’y of Mex- 
ican embassy in Washington, on 
Miami Herald’s 3rd annual high 
school essay contest on world news 
freedom: “It is always a worth- 
while project to subject problems, 
even those of great magnitude, to 
the elastic, dynamic opinion of 
youth.” 20-Q 

’ “ce ” 

PavuL Hott, columnist for London 
Daily Express, on tour of America: 
“(America) is the most vigorous 
place in the world—vigorous and 
violent. It is so exciting to find 
people roaring their hearts out for 
something they want. They haven’t 
given their individuality to a gov’t 
to run as nearly every other peo- 
ple have.” 21-Q 

EppIE BRACKEN, comedian, on re- 
cent radio broadcast: “Molotov just 
blasted the democracies again. It’s 
a part of the 5-yr pan.” 22-Q 

Gen’l Jacosp L DEvVERS, comdr 
army ground forces: “We need, and 
desperately need, universal military 
training. A future war would not 
only strike America first, it would 
strike America suddenly and sav- 
agely.” 23-Q 

HERBERT U NELSON, exec v-p Nat’l 
Ass’n of Real Estate Boards, offer- 
ing new point of view on housing 
shortage: “Rent control has en- 
abled hundreds of thousands of 
single individuals to live alone as 
a ‘family’ in accommodations de- 
signed for several people. If this 
nonsense were stopped and rent 
control released, the edge would be 
off the housing shortage.” 24-Q 

Foreign Minister JAN MASARYK, 
of Czechoslovakia, pres World Fed- 
eration of United Nation Ass’ns: 
“By forming public opinion, by 
working selflessly, fanatically, we 
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can silence those who say it is 
only a question of time when the 
next war will come. Those who 
raise their .voice in this manner 
are doing a shocking disservice to 
their unborn grandchildren.” 25-Q 


“ ” 


Harwick, Pa, miner on ending of 
coal strike: “Most miners have big 
families and don’t let’ anybody tell 
you they aren’t happy it’s over. 
Show me a man with a big family 
who would want a strike at Christ- 
mas.” 26-Q 

Gen’l DwicuHt D_ EISENHOWER, 
army chief of staff: “If the British 
have the bomb, they have made it 
themselves. Any reports to the con- 
trary are not true.” 27-Q 


“ ” 


Dr M A HagqveE, of Punjab, India, 
declaring matrimonial system fol- 
lowed in Punjab tribal area respon- 
sible for low divorce rate: “The 
India marriage custom of having 
the parents choose the bride and 
groom is far superior to your 
American ways of marrying for 
love.” 28-Q 


“ ” 


Airplane industry spokesman, in- 
dicating gen’l boost in airline fares 
appears necessary: “Practically all 
airlines operate in the red, and a 
good many lines have canceled 
new-plane orders.” 29-Q 


“ ” 


C H Epwarps, state (Va) director 
U S Savings Bond Division, Treas- 
ury Dep’t: “A recent nat’l poll 
shows that one person out of three 
in the U S does not know that U S 
Savings Bonds, the same bonds 
they bought in wartime, are still 
on sale.” 30-Q 


“ ” 


DucHESS OF WINDsOoR, recalling 
internat’l turbulence of 10 yrs ago 
following marriage to PRINCE EpD- 
warD: “I’m afraid a great deal of 
wishful thinking went into the pre- 
dictions that our marriage wouldn’t 
last.” 31-Q 

Hollywood woman, explaining sale 
of fine home at reasonable price to 
film actor GEO O’BRIEN: “I’m ex- 
pecting.a bunch of relatives out 
from the east.” 32-Q 

Mrs Harry W Hacuve, in letter to 
Cincinnati Enquirer lamenting 
American radio fare: “I can only 
quote a dear old lady I know whose 


sole form of entertainment is ra- 
dio. As some especially inane 
‘entertainer’ gets under way, she 
switches off her radio and says, 
‘thank God for a good right 
thumb.’ ” 33-Q 

Sen Cart Hatcu, of N Mexico, 
advocating abandonment of at- 
tempts to curb excessive campaign 
spending: “All that is needed is to 
let the voter know before he marks 
his ballot how much money is be- 
ing expended in behalf of any can- 
didate and who is supplying the 
money.” 34-Q 

Mrs ANNE Emery, Evanston, Ill, 
revealing how she wrote novel, 
Tradition, published this mo: “My 
routine for 90 days was to snatch 
15 min’s at the typewriter after 
putting one child to bed or be- 
tween feedings. I was able to get 
20 min’s after sending the two 
oldest off to school in the morning, 
and another half hr or so while 
the kids slept after lunch.”  35-Q 

Rep Francis Case, of S Dakota, 
author of vetoed Case labor dis- 
putes bill: “End of the _ (coal) 
strike should be a warning to the 
country that we should not leave 
the destinies and welfare of the 
public in such shape that any one 
man at one time can hold the eco- 
nomic life of the country in his 
hands.” 36-Q 
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COLUMNISTS 
COLUMN 


Are You Listening, Mrs Claus? 


FREDERIC C OTHMAN 


Fellow males, I have seen this 
with my own eyes: A red and yel- 
low necktie with 2 turtles racing 4 
rabbits down the front of it. How, 
sir, would you like to wear it? Do 
not laugh! Your wife may present 
it to you for Christmas, woe is 
yours. 


This atrocity is only the begin- 
ning of gifts that should be in- 
flicted on no man, John L Lewis 
included. I have therefore com- 
piled a list of things I don’t want 
for Christmas: 

I don’t want an electric finger- 
nail clipper . nor a chest of 
assorted tobaccos to blend myself, 
nor even a key of 18 carat gold 
for my front door. . . Oranges that 
will keep 6 mo’s because they have 
been dipped in liquid cellophane 
don’t make me drool. . . Two bolts 
and two nuts in solid gold at $65 
aren’t my idea of the ideal cuff 
links. I don’t want a fountain pen 
no bigger than a lipstick. . . 

Eight imitation ice cubes in clear 
plastics sound soggy to me. Already 
I am a mbr of the Nat’ Press 
Club; I want to belong to no more 
lodges including the Candy-of-the- 
Mo-Club and the Pencil-With-My- 
Name-On-It-of-the-Mo-Club. I don’t 
want a fishing pole with a pistol 
grip. .. 

I don’t want a briar pipe carved 
in the shape of a baby’s shoe, nor 
a pipe with golden stripes and red 
roses glazed on its porcelain bowl. 

I cannot use a bowling ball of 
mottled red and green plastic, nor 
a second-hand warship in reason- 
ably good condition. . . 

Thanks for listening, Mrs Claus; 
I'll gladly settle on Christmas morn 
for a cup of coffee and a kiss — 
United Press. 
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ACTION—1 

At the monthly meeting of the 
Brookside Garden Club, Molalla, 
Ore, mbrs were asked to report on 
“What I should be doing at home 
instead of attending club.” 

When the gathering ended, the 
ladies voted to skip their next 
scheduled meeting —H S LAWRENCE, 
Today’s Woman, 


BOOKS—2 

A woman of our acquaintance 
has a competent helper about the 
house who is always careful to put 
things away in order where they 
belong. Recently our friend bor- 
rowed John Steinbeck’s Cannery 
Row. When:she wanted to ret’n it, 
it was nowhere to be found. 

Then it occurred to her to ap- 
peal for help. “Mary,” she inq’d, 
“have you seen anything of a book 
called Cannery Row?” 

“Yes, ma’am,” repl’d Mary. “I 
put it with the other cook books in 
the pantry.”—Kansas City Star. 


CAPITALISM—3 

We need a new creed for cap- 
italism. Consider the standard dic- 
tionary definition: “Capitalism— 
The concentration of capital; the 
power or influence of capital, as 
when in the hands of a few.” 
Capitalism as defined in the books 
fits only the free-booting era in 
our country, the day of the wasters, 
plunderers, and monopolists. That 
era’s dead and buried. 

We need a new definition: “Cap- 
italism is a competitive economic 
system designed for the enrichment 
of the many and not to make a 
few men rich.”. . The old cap- 
italism, despite its sins, built a 
great United States. The new cap- 
italism can build a great united 
people. . . 

Under the old, or standpat, con- 
ception of capitalism, people seemed 
merely the tools of the system. 
Under the new, or progressive, con- 
ception, the system is a tool in the 
hands of the people. It is to be 
used for the good of all—Enric 
JOHNSTON, “Every Man a Capital- 
ist,” Eagle Magazine, 11-’46. 


CHILDREN—Discipline—4 

“Go on away, Mother,” said a 
small boy who had been naughty. 
“I want to talk to God.” 

“Is it something you can’t teil 
me, dear?” 

“No-o-o0, but you'll just scold and 
scold, and God will forgive me and 
forget about it.”—Magazine Digest. 





CHRISTMAS—Spirit—5 

I wish we could put up some of 
the Christmas spirit in jars and 
open a jar of it every mo.—HAaRLANn 
Miter, Better Homes & Gardens. 

He who has no Christmas in his 
heart will never find Christmas 
under a tree—Roy L SmitnH, Meth- 
odist Christian Advocate. 


COMMUNISM—6 

It.is not in defense of my faith 
that I condemn atheistic Commu- 
nism, but as an American in de- 
fense of my country, for while 
Communism is an enemy of Ca- 
tholicism, it is also a challenge to 
all men who believe in America 
and in God. Scarcely a day passes 
that someone does not say to me: 
“I bear no hatred for the Russian 
people, but .. .” And IJ say I bear 
no hatred for any individual or 
peoples upon the face of the earth, 
but if any man or nation proves to 
be an enemy of God or America, 
I consider him a foe, whether he be 
a Russian, an Englishman, a Ger- 
man or an American.—FRANCES 
CARDINAL SPELLMAN, “Do We Want a 
Soviet Peace?” Cosmopolitan, 11-’46. 


DIET—7 

Too many men tighten their 
belts by pushing expanding stom- 
achs against them.—Master Barber 
& Beautician Magazine. 


DRINK—Drinking—8 

Alcoholism is a problem that be- 
devils the safety engineer. In a 
study comparing the records of 
546 chronic. drinkers . with 39,793 
other workers, it was revealed that 
the steady imbibers had an average 
of 123 accidents per 100 workers, 
while the rate for all workers was 
only 44 per 100 during same yr.— 
CLARENCE WEINSTOCK, “Hard Luck 
Champs,” Elks Magazine, 11-’46. 


ECONOMY—9 

Thos Guy, called “the prince of 
economists” because of his amaz- 
ing thrift, was visited one evening 
by the celebrated Vulture Hopkins, 
who came for a lesson in the art 
of saving. 

When his guest entered, Guy lit 
a candle. 

“Sir,” said his visitor, “I always 
thought myself perfect in the art 
of getting and keeping money, but 
being told you far exceed me I 
have taken the liberty of waiting 
upon you to be satisfied.” 
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Guy looked at his visitor with 
cool, appraising eyes, and said: “If 
that is all your business, we can 
as well talk it over in the dark as 
in the light.” Whereupon he 
reached over with an extinguisher 
and put out the two-penny candle. 

That was enough for Hopkins 
who exclaimed, “You are the mas- 
ter of us all.”"—Puitip J CLEVELAND, 
Pulpit Digest. 





They DO say... 

Tho rural residents are com- 
monly supposed to oppose un- 
ions, the survey known as The 
Farmer Speaks recently asked 
cross-section representing 6 mil- 
lion’ farmers, “Do you think 
school teachers should form 
unions?” Thirty-three per cent 
said “Yes,” 18% had no fixed 
opinion. . Indianapolis Times, 
the Scripps-Howarp “guinea 
pig” on color, this wk launched 
innovation running 2 top daily 
comic strips (L’il Abner and 
Nancy) in full colors. . . OPA 
instruction manual to regional 
offices on disposition of records 
runs to more than 100 pages... 
The new co-operative venture 
endowed and operated by 
writers, artists, photographers, 
will be called ’47—The Magazine 
of The Year. Plan is to change 
date line with each new vol... 
Dep’t of Fascinating Facts: Cal- 


endars are used by 87% of 
women recipients, according to 
recent survey, and 968% of 
users hang at least one in 
kitchen. A program the 
clergy isn’t likely to approve: 
WNEW’s new Sunday series, 


Breakfast at Noon. 











GIFTS—Giving—10 

Mark Twain always wanted to 
be on the giving end. He once 
wrote Pamela: “I do not like 
a Christmas present that makes me 
feel that it hurt the giver’s pocket. 
Such a one.I could not allow to be 


around in sight."—SamveL CHas 
WEssTER, Mark Twain, Business 
Man. (Little, Brown) 


INITIATIVE—11 

A reporter once asked an im- 
portant American diplomat why it 
was that Russia so often took the 
lead away from the U S on great 
moral and popular issues (as Molo- 
tov later did on disarmament). 

“The initiative,” he said, “always 








lies with the small boy who walks 
down the st with a pocketful of 
stones. It seldom lies with the 
householders who watch him fear- 
fully thru their plate glass win- 
dows.”—Omaha World-Herald. 


JUSTICE—12 

The difference between justice 
and vengeance is that the former 
applies equally to all—Gero E SHEa, 
Jr, Barron’s Wkly. 


LANGUAGE—13 

“So this heel came up to me and 
tried to mooch a dollar. But I 
played dead-pan and needled him 
with double talk. Finally I gave 
him the bird and he knew he’d 
laid an egg.” 

Offhand you might say that this 
quotation is not very good Eng- 
lish. It would be more correct to 
say that it is not very elegant 
English—but it is English. For 
sheltered readers who require a 
translation .. . here it is in terms 
of actual Webster definitions: 

“So this contemptibly mean- 
spirited scoundrel came up to me 
and tried to cadge a dollar. But I 
assumed a completely expressionless 
countenance and vered him by re- 
peated gibes, using a type of talk 
that to all appearances is mean- 
ingful but is actually a mixture of 
sense and unintelligible verbiage. I 
finally gave him a jeering expres- 
sion of disapprobation and he knew 
his performance had fallen flat.”— 
Cuas D Rice, “Do You Speak Eng- 
lish?” This Wk, 12-1-’46. 


OBS TACLES—Overcoming—14 

You can’t fly a kite unless you go 
against the wind and have a weight 
to keep it from turning a somer- 
sault. The same with man. No man 
will succeed unless he is ready to 
face and overcome difficulties and 
is prepared to assume responsibil- 
ities—Wm J H BOoeETCKER, quoted 
in Papyrus, hm, Mid-West Paper 
Sales Ltd, Winnipeg. 


ORIGIN—Praise—15 

There is an-old Jewish legend as 
to the origin of praise. After God 
had created mankind, says the 
legend, He asked the angels what 
they thought of the world He had 
made. “Only one thing is lacking,” 
they said. “It is the sound of praise 
to the Creator.” So, the story con- 
tinues, “God created music, the 
voice of birds, the whispering wind, 
the murmtring ocean, and planted 
melody in the hearts of men.”— 
Won T McEL roy, Christian Observer. 








CONFIDENTIALLY 
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In a period when millions of ret’g 
GI’s are struggling to lay the foun- 
dations of enduring homes, it is 
disconcerting to be reminded by 
Crockery & Glass Jnl that one of 
the staunchest symbols of family 
life is passing rapidly from the 
American scene. 

We are losing our dining rooms. 


Once the dining room was the 
very heart of our hospitality; the 
center of family discourse and 


discipline. Here we began the day 
with a heavy prayer and light 
buckwheat cakes; closed it con- 
tentedly at sunset with long, linger- 
ing talk and two kinds of pie. 

Now, the dining. room is little 
more than an empty hall thru 
which we walk to get to the garage. 
The once groaning board bears no 
weight beyond a plastic bowl laden 
with waxed fruit as hollow as our 
pretense that these walls embrace 
an area dedicated to the appease- 
ment of Appetite. 

In the newer homes, there is not 
even this pretense of a room for 
dining. We eat with frenzied ulcer- 
ous haste in breakfast bars (ugh!) 
in odd nooks and crevices cleft 
from living quarters. Now, eating 
is functional where once it was fun! 

Casting a speculative thought to 
the economic consequences of this 
trend, Printer’s Ink, the advertising 
Baedeker, states that departure of 
the dining room may well mean a 
loss of millions of dollars of po- 
tential sales in such items as furni- 
ture, rugs, draperies, china, glass- 


ware, silver, cutlery, table linens, 
wall paper, paint, and decorative 
mat'ls. 


Let us hope that Jos P Kasper, 
pres of Associated Merchandising 
Corp’n is an accurate prognosti- 
cator. “When this country ret’ns to 
normalcy,” he concludes, “young 


married couples will no longer be 
satisfied with abbreviated living in 
dehydrated homes.” 
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AUTOMOBILES: In 


time for 
driving is new 
dabbed on automo- 
bile windshield, instantly thaws 
sleet, ice. (LAWRENCE N GALTON, 
Nat'l Home Monthly) 


this yr’s winter 
liquid which, 


FURNITURE: Convertible rocking 
chair has hinged rockers that can 
be raised between the 4 legs, 
lowered by means of convenient 
lever operated by occupant while 
sitting at ease. (Science Service) 


“ ” 


HEALTH & HYGIENE: Ozonizer, 
Refresh-Aire Ozonizer Corp’n, N Y, 
available in attractive molded 
plastic cabinet. Rids home-size 
room of cooking, tobacco, bathroom, 
sickroom odors. No radio inter- 
ference. (Hardware Age) 


HOUSEHOLD AIDS: New freezer 
developed by Rapid Freezer, Inc, 
Brooklyn, turns out ice cream in 
about 30 sec’s—12 turns of. handle. 
Also makes sherbets, frozen dai- 
quiris. (Tide) 


“ ” 


OFFICE APPLIANCES: Linguis- 
tic typewriter, operating from 
standard keyboard, can be easily 


adjusted to write in any language 
from English to Russian, Navajo, 
Chinese or Assyrian cuneiform. 
(Capper’s Wkly) 


“ ” 


RADIO: Hard-of-hearing attach- 
ment is standard part of new radio 
that can be used as ordinary set 
with loudspeaker. By means of 
plug-in cord attached to magnetic 
earpiece, deaf person can regulate 
reception to his own particular 
needs without altering vol for other 
listeners. (Grit) 


TELEVISION: Some ry’s plan 
to install television cameras on the 
front of their locomotives. View of 
country ahead, heretofore enjoyed 
only by engineer, will be piped to 
passengers in lounges, dining cars. 
(Indiana Telephone News) 


December 15-21, 1946 





OSTENTATION—16 

A sabled Mabel dismissed waiters, 
capt’s and headwaiters who came to 
take her order in Romanoff’s. 
Nothing would do but to have the 
proprietaaah himself wait upon her. 

“I would like some caviaaaaah,” 
she said, when Mike put in an ap- 
pearance. “Have you got imported 
caviaaaaah?”... 

“Yes, Moddom,” Romanoff repl’d. 

“Well, that’s what I would like— 
but it must be imported,” reiter- 
ated the gal. “Now are you really 


sure it’s genuine imported cavi- 
aaaaah?” 

Mike, starting to burn, said: 
“Look, Moddom, you are talking 


to His Royal Highness, Prince Mike 
Romanoff! I assure you we have 
genuine imported caviar!” 

“IT hope you’re right,” drooled the 
dame. “You see, I want to be cer- 
tain—because I wouldn’t know the 
difference!”—IrvInc HorrMan, Holly- 
wood Reporter. 


PREJUDICE—17 

“Yes,” said the dear old lady, “I 
think the United Nations confer- 
ence was a good idea, but it’s a 
pity they have so many foreigners 
in it.”—Grit. 


PRETENSE—18 

A certain small-town 
whose pretensions of importance 
were somewhat greater than his 
actual merit went about the village 
with head held high and an ex- 
pression of superiority on his 
countenance. “Charlie,” he remarked 
to the courthouse caretaker one 
morning, “why do you persist in 
shambling about with your head 
hung down and that everlasting 
dreamy look on your face? You 
should stand up straight and proud 
like I do!” 

“Mr Tucker,” rejoined Charlie, 
“have you ever noticed in passing 
a wheat field that some of the 
plants stand up straight while the 
others bend low?” 

“Of course I have,” 
rejoined impatiently. 

“Well,” observed Charlie, “the 
wheat that stands too. straight 
hasn’t any grain on it.’”—Christian 
Science Monitor. 


lawyer 


the lawyer 


RADIO—19 

“You talk too much,” a woman 
listener wrote CBS Morning Man 
Arthur Godfrey. Friday morning 
Mr Godfrey swore off chatter, an- 
nounced, “No talk, play music.” 


Typicai commercials: “Griffin shoe 
polish. Good for shoes. Get some,” 
or “Washington Post. Newspaper. 
Printed. Read it.” N Y, Washing- 
ton switchboards flooded, telegrams 
poured in. Listeners pleaded for 
more talk, fuller 
Broadcasting-Telecasting. 





The New Leaf 

One of my richest rituals at 
the closing of each Old Yr is to 
count the roster of my friends 
in the mood of the poet: “And 
always as the Old Yr ends, I 
clasp my rosary of friends and 
pause to breathe a_ grateful 
prayer, for every bead of friend- 
ship there.” 

He came to my desk with 
quivering lips, his lesson was 
done: “Have you a new leaf for 
me, dear teacher? I have spoiled 
this one.” I took his leaf all 
soiled and blotted, and gave 
him a new one, all unspotted; 
and into his childish heart 
smiled: “Do better now, my 
child.” 

I went to the throne; the yr 
was done: “Have you a New Yr 
for me, dear Father, I have 
spoiled this one?” He took my 
yr, all soiled and blotted, and 
gave me a New Yr, all un- 
spotted, and into my tired heart 


smiled: “Do better now, my 
child.”"—Quoted by Dr Wm L 
Stipcer, Christian Herald. 20 











SAFETY—Safe Driving—21 

If you’re 35 yrs old, you have, on 
the average, about 17 million more 
min’s to live. When you gamble on 
safety to save a min, you wager all 
those remaining min’s.—Long Lines, 
hm, American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co, N Y. 


SPEECH—S peaking—22 

A dignified mbr of the school 
board, surrounded by bobby soxers, 
felt called upon to establish him- 
self as a fellow well meant. As 
custom dictates, he said it re- 
minded him of a story. 

He told the story and laughed 
loudly. No one else did, the bobby 
soxers sitting meekly and woodenly. 
There was an embarrassed pause, 
then one girl remarked, “For 
heaven’s sake, kids, laugh, or he'll 
tell it again.”—BerNIE ROTHEN- 
BERGER, Beatrice (Neb) Times. 


commercials.— 
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“This shall be a Sign. . .” 


Bruce Barton is known to many of us as an able advertising exec, a 
liberal contributor of talents and time to many worthy enterprises, and 
as a writer of uncommoniy arresting prose. His story of Jesus (The Man 


Nobody Knows) and of The Bible (The Book Nobody Knows) 


were best 


sellers when issued in the mid 20’s. Several yrs ago, Mr Barton wrote 
this eloquent bit for a Gen’l Electric radio program, broadcast on Christ- 
mas Eve. It has been reprinted countless times. We are glad to have this 
opportunity to pass it on once again. Conceived in a period of war and 


turmoil, 
troubled postwar period. 


Have you ever stopped to think 
how extraordinary was the sign 
given to the shepherds? 

Not the flaming light in the 
sky; not the song of angels’ voices 
hailing. the birth of a King. These 
they saw and heard, but these 
were not the sign. 

Said the Voice from the Heavens: 

“This shall be a sign unto you: 
Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling. clothes, lying in a 
manger.” 

What an anti-climax! What a 
disappointing sign! A babe! In all 
the length and breadth of Palestine 
nothing is less rare, less distinctive, 
than a babe. Babies swarm in 
every courtyd; they creep in and 


out of almost every door; they 
cuddle in the arms of half the 
women; they bring their inter- 


woven tears and laughter to almost 
every fireside. 

“Wrapped in swaddling clothes,” 
said the Voice. Why, every Pales- 
tine baby wore swaddling clothes! 

“Lying in a manger!” The final 
touch of the commonplace! 

The shepherds might have ex- 
pected the angels to say: “This 
shall be a sign unto you: The 
earth shall open and the mountains 
tumble down.” Or: “This shall be 
a sign unto you: Tomorrow ye 
shall hear that Herod, the wicked 


ruler, is dead.” 
But, no—the sign was only a 
babe, and wrapped in swaddling 


clothes, and lying in a manger. 
Has the sign that was given on 


the message still. has deep significance for us 


in the early, 


the first Christmas Eve any sig- 
nificance to us this yr? It has... 
He who created the world has not 
abandoned His world. He still has 
faith in the future of the human 
race; and this is the sign of His 
believing—the babies continue to 
be born. 

Tragic as the days are now, they 
are only an echo of other days 
that seemed equally desperate to 
the people of their time. When the 
cruel Napoleon bestrode all Europe 
it seemed to many that the end of 
civilization had come. The con- 
queror seemed invincible. But he 
was not invincible; his evil enter- 
prise did not succeed; the forces of 
righteousness prevailed. Nor did the 
roar of his cannon stifle the feeble 
cries of babies who, even in the 
midst of battle, continued to arrive. 
And what babies! 

All the babies who were destined 
to give England the glory of her 
great Victorian Age, all the babies 
of America’s most brilliant period 
of economic and literary eminence; 
artists, writers, scientists, poets, 
statesmen, prophets; and _ four 
Presidents of the United States, 
one of them—Lincoln. 

Again and again in history the 
world has seemed to the faint of 
heart to be coming to its end. But 
the race goes on. In the darkest 
night the stars come out. To those 
who have eyes to see, is given a 
sign—the birth of babes, and hope 

. the promise and pledge of a 
better tomorrow. 








TEMPTATION—23 

Temptations are like tramps. 
Treat them kindly and they ret’n 
bringing others with them.—Link. 


WEALTH—24 

An American friend of mine, a 
man in a newspaper Office, is very 
wealthy. He tells me he has an 
income of 10,000 interruptions a 
yr.—CHRISTOPHER MORLEY. 


WORK—25 


Work is the true elixir of life. 
The busiest man is the happiest 
man. Excellence in any art or pro- 
fession is attained only by hard 
and persistent work. Never believe 
that you are perfect. When a man 
imagines, even after yrs of striv- 
ing, that he has attained perfection, 
his decline begins—Sir THEODORE 
Martin, Think. 











Peace Begins on Our St 


Eight little boys threw their toy 
guns into a bonfire in Forest Park, 
Til, on Sept 3, signed a treaty which 
said: “Peace begins on our st.” 

A little old lady watched the 
ceremony with glistening eyes. She 
was Miss Anna Grace Sawyer, 68, 
an amateur student of foreign af- 
fairs and child psychology. She had 
organized the peace conference and 
demobilized the small army that 
fought its battles on the spacious 
grounds around her house. 

She liked to have the children 
play in her yd, even if they did 
trample the flowers once in a while. 
But there was one thing she didn’t 
like. “No guns, kiddies! No guns!” 
she would cry from her window. 
But the big brothers were home 
from the war with guns and talk 


of guns. So the kiddies whittled 
their own toy guns. 

One twilight, she heard: “Bang! 
Bang! You’re dead!” There 


was a rustling in the bushes. 

“Boys!” Miss Sawyer called, “Why 
don’t you come on out and we'll 
have a little talk and lots of fun. 
Different fun.” 

The dead came to life and the 
enemy became friendly. She told 
of the pain guns cause. She told of 
exciting but peaceful adventures. 
“Now, would you like to put your 
guns in this bushel basket?” she 
asked. Eight boys disarmed them- 
selves of 12 guns... 

It was fun burning the guns. It 
was fun when the little old lady 
led them to a little green table be- 
side the sand box. There lay a 
piece of brown paper with flowers 
at the corner. Scrawled in crayon 
was: “Peace begins on our st. 
Elgin Ave Boys’ Peace Club. Our 
world would be better without guns 
and with more fairness and kind- 
ness. . . Signed. . . Jimmy, Jackie, 
Jerry, and John, Milton, John, 
Ralph, and Richard.”—Washington 
Daily News. 
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Two modern little girls coming 
home from Sunday School were 
solemnly discussing the lesson. 

“Do you believe there is a devil?” 
asked one. 

“No,” repl’d the other promptly, 
“of course not. It’s just like Santa 
Claus. He’s your father.’—Jnl of 
Education. 


For many yrs Moss Hart, the 
playwright, was plagued by in- 
somnia and finally made up his 
mind to consult a psychoanalyst. 
Pianist Oscar Levant wondered 
whether the doctor’s advice had 
proved constructive. 

“No,” admitted Hart, “but my 
attitude toward insomnia is much 
better."—Hy GarDNER, Parade. 


An engineer who attended a big 
conference in a big conference 
room in the hdqtrs of a big bureau 
in Washington last wk advised us 
that one of the dep’t chiefs who 
addressed the gathering wound up 
a speech on the need of cutting 
expenses with the following elo- 
quent outburst: “Gentlemen, be- 
lieve me, now is the time to be 
frugal at all costs.” He was enthu- 
siastically applauded—New Yorker. 


OF THE WEEK 


Question of the Mo: Where to 
pay how much for how many of 
what to give to whom.—Home Life. 


The cause of many divorces is 
a Miss understanding.—Loyal (Wis) 
Tribune. 

The rights of a pedestrian are 
frequently the last sad _ rites.— 
Phoenix Flame. 


A genius is one who in the op- 
eration of a great ry system man- 
ages to show almost as large a 
profit as a mfr of toy trains.— 
Sen Soaper, St Louis Post-Dispatch. 
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GOOD STORIES 


YOU CAN USE 


I LAUGHED AT THIS ONE 
GLADYS GLAD 


One day an inspector of a 
colored Chicago tenement house 
found four families living in 
one room, chalk lines having 
been drawn in such a manner 
as to mark out a quarter for 
each family. “How do you get 
along here?” inq’d the _ in- 
spector. “Fairly well,” was 
the reply, “the only trouble is 
the man in the farthest corner 
keeps boarders.”—Negro Digest. 





The youthful mountaineer had 
just been brought into court and 
sentenced for breach of the peace. 
Testimony showed that he had 
done some feuding, featured by his 
adept handling of a knife. 

After the trial, his grizzled old 
father stood with a group of 
cronies on the courthouse lawn. “I 
swear,” he said, “I don’t know whar 
that boy gits all his meanness. Now, 
you take me—I never stuck a knife 
deep in nobody.”—Industrial News 
Review. 


“If the Lord gives us our daily 
bread,” six-yr-old Mary was over- 
heard asking her mother, “and 
Santa Claus brings the Christmas 
presents, and the stork brings the 
babies, then what’s the use of 
having Daddy around?’—O/ffice 
Appliances. 


The blonde English chorus girl 
had made quite a hit in America. 
One evening she found herself at a 
literary supper-party. With a blank 
smile she listened to a lot of talk 
about Aldous Huxley, Somerset 
Maugham, Bernard Shaw, and 
other British authors. Then some- 
one mentioned H G Wells, and her 
face brightened. 

“We don’t think much of Wells 
over in England,” she said firmly. 

“Whom do you mean ‘we’?” 
asked one of the American guests. 

The chorus girl looked at him 
sweetly and said, “Mother and I.” 
—Kablegram. 


An old ry watchman was testify- 
ing for the defense in a suit having 
to do with a collision between a 
train and an automobile at the 
crossing he guarded. He was being 
cross-examined by the plaintiff's 
lawyer and appeared ill at ease. 

“You kept waving your lantern,” 
his questioner bellowed, “but my 
client kept approaching despite 
everything?” 

“Yes, sir! Yes, siree!” the old 
man kept repeating until he was 
finally told to step down. 

“What’s got you all upset?” the 
ry’s lawyer asked. “You had no 
reason to be afraid.” 

“Sez you!” the watchman re- 
torted. “I was afeered he was 


gonna ask me if I had my lantern 
lit when I was waving it!”—HELEN 
D Kramer, Townsend Nat’l Wkly. & 








